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SECTION V.
MODERN WORKS OF DEYOTION AMONG ROMAN CATHOLICS.

It may perhaps be surmised, that the authors re-
ferred to in the last section lived many years ago, and
that the sentiments of the faithful members of the
Church of Rome have undergone material changes on
these points. Assurances are given on every side, that
the invocation of the saints and of the Virgin is nothing'
more than a request, that they would intercede with
God, and implore his mercy for the suppliants. But
whatever implicit reliance we may place on the good
faith with which these declarations are made, we can
discover no new key by which to interpret the forms
of prayer and praise satisfactorily. Confessedly there
are no changes in the authorized services. We discover
no traces of change in the worship of private devotion.
The Breviary and Missal contain the same offices of
the Virgin Mary as in former days. The same senti-
ments are expressed towards her in public; the same
forms of devotion], both in prayer and praise, are pre-
pared for the use of individuals in their daily exercises.
Whatever meaning is to be attached to the expressions
employed, the prevailing expressions themselves re-
main the same as we found them to have been in past

ages.

Since I made these extracts from the learned and
celebrated doctors and canonized saints of former ages,
my attention has been invited to the language now

1 Works of this character abound in every place, where Rormtn
Catholic books may be purchased.